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The theory of knowledge according to the philosopher Abu Nasr Al-Farabi.
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Abstract:

The theory of knowledge is among the major investigations that contributed to the
development of Islamic philosophy, and Abu Nasr Al-Farabi is one of the most important
philosophers who delved into the methods, sources, types and means of obtaining knowledge.
He did not develop a special, independent theory of knowledge as he did in Some of his
theories related to politics, Sufism, music, etc. However, his ideas in the theory of knowledge
were widely distributed among the folds of his works, through his treatment and diagnoses of
the soul and its powers on the one hand, and the rational and divine sciences on the other hand.
The subject of our study was entitled “The Theory of Knowledge of the Philosopher Abu
Nasr.” Al-Farabi * includes the problem: What are the sources of knowledge? What are its
types? How did Al-Farabi contribute to the development of Islamic philosophy?

Among the most important results reached: Islamic philosophy surpassed Greek
philosophy, and Al-Farabi silently laid out its features and characteristics, distinguishing
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Islamic philosophy from other previous or even later philosophies (Western philosophy). Al-
Farabi also specified the sources of knowledge and their levels, which are the four revealed
knowledge, i.e. religion, then the mind, the senses, and the heart. These sources cooperate to
enlighten the knowing self about the final outcome of knowledge

Keywords: Knowledge, religion, levels of mind, senses, and method
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