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The concept of text among ancient rhetoricians
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Abstract:

| have tried in this study to reflect on Yahia Benhamza Al Allaoui’s conception of what a
text 1s, in his book, “The Model”. It appears that Al Allaoui builds texts construction on
meaning as he considers conveying maximum meaning is the ultimate goal of a text with all its
components.

However, this accomplishment should be conveyed in accurate text construction since it is
inconceivable to provide meaning trough poor text construction. On this respect, Al Allaoui
sets the bases of good writing.

Al Allaoui didn’t refer to the text in its general meaning, but he used it with reference to
theology as it gives way to interpretation as well as to metaphor. Al Allaoui’s inclination is
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certainly due to his work in different fields other than language and rhetoric such as theology
and linguistics.

Al Allaoui’s concept of text is in accordance with the concept of speech and utterance, and
such conception was widespread among the linguists of that era, maybe it was also the case of
those who preceded him or came afterwards. He didn’t also care a lot about defining concepts,
for all his efforts were focused on practical attempts of linguistic and rhetoric phenomena and
it was the case of most scholars during the early centuries in the founding of linguistic theories
and Arabic rethoric.

Keywords: Text «Structure<Al Tiraze <Interpretation«
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