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Manifestations of lexical craftsmanship in Ibn Manzur (d. 711 AH) through the
introduction to Lisan al-Arab
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Abstract

This research falls within the framework of lexicographical craftsmanship in
traditional Arabic dictionaries and their manifestations in lbn Manzur's
introduction to his dictionary "Lisan al-Arab." This research is characterized by
a unique compositional approach at the structural and methodological levels. 1bn
Manzur outlined these features in his introductory discourse in a richly
illustrated form that lives up to what specialists have defined. The research
raises an important question: What are the manifestations of lexicographical
craftsmanship in the introduction to "Lisan al-Arab," and to what extent does it
conform to what is defined by specialists and lexicographers? Among the most
important findings are:

- The diversity of approaches and the differences in aims and objectives
scattered throughout the introductions of the works reveal the richness of Arabic
linguistic thought. - The traditional lexical introduction, in both structure and
content, is the point of communication between the author and the reader. In it,
the former takes the latter by the hand, revealing the content of the work, its
sources, methodology, and objectives, while the latter interacts with its promises
and prepares for its content.

- The communicative functions are revealed and fulfilled in Ibn Manzur's
introduction through the dictionary's title and the skillful introduction.

- Ibn Manzur's work on Lisan al-Arab constitutes a foundation for the lexical
industry through the emergence of a written corpus of lexical industry at his
hands, and through his interest in compilation and composition.

Keywords: lexical industry - introduction - structure - methodology.
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