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Translation of the Meanings of the Qur'an by Orientalists Between the

Problematic of Language and Context: The Translation of Jacques
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Abstract: Translating the Meanings of the Qur'an is a challenging, yet significant endeavor.
The task poses a significant challenge for translators as it engulfs them in twists and turns that
are not readily surmountable. The effectiveness of the translation effort depends on the
translator's proficiency in conveying the meaning. The challenge is even greater for non-
Arabic-speaking translators who were not brought up in a Muslim Arabic-speaking
environment. For instance, French Orientalists like Jacques Berque who succeeded in making
his name known among contemporary Orientalists who attempted to translate the Holy Qur'an

despite the language and contextual constraints.
This article aims to shed light on the complexity of translating the meanings of the

Qur'an by Orientalists such as Jacques Berque. It intends to address some of the problematics
that they face by providing examples and analyzing them, with reference to Tafsir
(interpretations) of Ibn Kathir.
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The article also proposes several translations to convey the semantics (meaning), while
considering the historical and semantic context. Ultimately, the article aims to establish a
mogy for translating the meanings of the Qur'an.

Keywords: Translating the meanings of the Qur’an- Language- Context- Orientalists-
Problematics.
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p. 29)
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