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Abstract

In the context of the colonial era, religious institutions, primarily the Quranic schools, played
a pivotal role in preserving and teaching the Arabic language as it is the linguistic vessel of
Islam, the fundamental pillar of religious education, and an essential element in shaping the
resistant Algerian cultural, civilizational, and national identity against colonialism. The Arabic
language also served as a key factor in uniting society on cultural, intellectual, and civilizational
bases, and it gained a global status due to its close association with the Holy Quran. Given the
objective of the Quranic schools to safeguard religious heritage and reject colonial educational
policies, this study aims to highlight the importance of these institutions during the French
colonial period in the field of education, particularly focusing on Arabic language education by
investigating the means available to them, the educational programs they adopted, and their role
in countering policies aimed at erasing identity and dismantling social bonds in Algerian
society. This study pays special attention to the Quranic schools in southern Algeria,
specifically the Tuat region in Adrar, which represented and continues to represent a stronghold
in protecting the community ideologically and intellectually against the campaigns of
Westernization and ideas that seek to undermine the features of Algerian national and cultural
identity.
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