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Abstract
This study explores the problem of reading heritage in contemporary Arab thought through an
analysis of Hussein Merowe’s project, which approaches Arab—Islamic heritage from a
historical-dialectical perspective that moves beyond sanctification and rupture. It proceeds from
the view that heritage is not a fixed textual legacy, but a dynamic field of intellectual and social
struggle shaped by its historical conditions. The study examines Merowe’s concept of heritage,
outlines the foundations of his historical-materialist method, and critically assesses its
contributions and limitations in reconnecting thought with its social context, in dialogue with
selected modern Western approaches. Employing an analytical-critical and contextual
comparative approach, the study demonstrates that Merowe’s reading redefined heritage as a
living arena of interaction and conflict, exposed its ideological instrumentalizations, and
highlighted both the analytical potential and the conceptual limits of the historical-dialectical
method in addressing contemporary concerns.
Keywords: Hussein Merowe; Arab—Islamic Heritage; Dialectical History; Historical
Materialism; Thought and Society.
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