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Creative critique of the critique of Arab heritage; the book '"Culture in lean
times" of '"Mohamed Chouki El-Zain" -as a model-
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Abstract

The profound transformations occurring within the Arab cultural sphere, coupled
with the collapse of dominant philosophical frameworks underpinning contemporary
criticism, have forced Arab intellectuals to critically reassess their heritage, seeking
both its understanding and self-awareness.
This paper investigates the operational mechanisms of critique of the critique within
contemporary Arab thought by exploring possible interpretative approaches to the issue
of ancient and modern Arab culture in Muhammad Shawqi Al-Zein’s *Culture in Lean
Times*. It seeks to address the problematic engagement of criticism with texts’ distinct
cultural specificities, emphasizing creativity as a methodological step toward loosening
rigid critique of critical frameworks in favor of the intrinsic nature of the Arab text.
Keywords: Criticism of criticism, reading, text, heritage, culture.
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