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Abstract

The eight-day strike (January 28 — February 4, 1957) was a pivotal act of civil
disobedience in Algeria’s liberation struggle. Organized by the FLN, it transcended a
mere labor strike, becoming a powerful political statement against French colonialism.
By paralyzing urban centers, the strike exposed the revolution’s popular support and
disrupted colonial operations. It marked a strategic shift from rural guerrilla warfare to
urban resistance, amplifying international awareness and weakening France’s
legitimacy. The protest demonstrated Algerians’ unity and willingness to endure
hardship for independence, while economically pressuring colonial authorities. This
event remains a defining moment in Algeria’s revolutionary history, showcasing the
effectiveness of nonviolent resistance alongside armed struggle in decolonization
movements.
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