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The question of education in pragmatic philosophy - John Dewey as a model
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Abstract:This article highlights John Dewey’s pivotal role in reforming the American
educational system to reflect the cultural and social changes of late 19th-century
America. Amid scientific progress, the spread of Darwinism, and democratic ideals,
Dewey recognized the inadequacy of traditional education, which he saw as misaligned
with a diverse and evolving society. Influenced by pragmatic philosophy, he advocated
for a progressive model of education-one grounded in experience, practical engagement,
and interaction.

Dewey’s progressive education centers on the child and their relationship with the social
environment as a source of learning and skill acquisition. In contrast to rote
memorization and rigid discipline, his approach promotes critical thinking, autonomy,
and social responsibility. Dewey viewed education as essential to life and a key driver
of societal progress, with learners actively shaping their future.

Keywords: Pragmatic philosophy, traditional education, progressive education,
experience, environment, child.
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