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Abstract

The June 16, 1851 law, stands out as one of the most significant legislative
measures enacted by the French colonial authorities in Algeria. It was introduced
in the context of their efforts to impose a new legal framework on land
ownership, which had been marked by disorder following the occupation. This
law sought to establish clear regulations governing property rights, defining the
boundaries of public and private domains, thereby facilitating real estate
transactions in line with French legal principles. However, this "reform" was
neither impartial nor benign; rather, it was fundamentally designed to serve
colonial interests—an issue we will critically examine in this research paper.
Keywords: French colonialism; land tenure system; Law of June 16, 1851; property
ownership.
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