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Abstract: In the manuscript “Anecdotes and Tales in the Dignities of the al-Shaykhayn, the
Mother and the Father”, Shaykh Sidi-Muhammad bin Shaykh al-Mukhtar al-Kunti highlights
several notable qualities of his mother, Lalla Aisha. These include her devout commitment to
worship, consistent Qur’anic recitation, modesty, ascetic lifestyle, kindness, tolerance, and
exceptional generosity. Furthermore, the manuscript emphasizes her pivotal role in supporting
her husband’s administrative responsibilities. Lalla Aisha was granted full authority by her
husband, Shaykh al-Mukhtar al-Kunti, to manage affairs independently, whether in his presence
or during his absences. This text provides valuable insights into the Saharan tribes’ dedication to
education—particularly the education of women—and the significant status that educated
women could achieve in societies often characterized as patriarchal. Keywords: Anecdotes and
Tales, Lalla Aisha, Shaykh al-Mukhtar al-Kunti, Shaykh Sidi Muhammad al-Khalifa, Azawad.
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