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Abstract: Scientific and intellectual life in the city of Tlemcen witnessed a significant decline at
the end of the modern era compared to the prosperity it had experienced during the medieval
period. This regression was due to the French occupation of the city on two occasions — the
first in 1836 and the second in 1842 — which ultimately led to the destruction of the city. This
destruction caused a major shift in the demographic structure due to the migration of its original
inhabitants and the settlement of Europeans, along with the destruction of many schools and
mosques, the confiscation of lands and endowment properties (waqf), and the imposition of
restrictions on the movement of scholars.

This raises the following question: How did the French colonial policy affect the political,
cultural, and social conditions in the city during the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th
century?

To answer this question, we adopted the historical research method, which is based on
collecting historical material related to the topic from original sources, reading and analyzing it,
in order to reach accurate and objective scientific conclusions.
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