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The ego and the image of the other in the Maghreb novel reading of the text
(wounds of the soul and the Body) by Malika Mustazraf
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Abstract

The Maghreb novel has presented us with experimental models exploring new and
distinct forms. It has simulated the sociological reality of Maghreb society, as the novelist does
not write in a vacuum but is instead shaped by the cultural, social, and
political reflections that guide his literary vision. This vision is then reshaped and sculpted
within a modern and contemporary novel. The contemporary novelist—especially in the Arab
world—TIives in an era of contradictions and conflicts between the self and the other. This is
vividly embodied by the Moroccan novelist Malika Mostazrif in her novel The Wounds of the
Soul and the Body, considered a pivotal work for its handling of numerous social issues and its
portrayal of the suffering inflicted upon the ego (represented by the heroine) by the other
(society). How does this conflict with the other take shape for the heroine? What is the
relationship between the ego and the other, and what causes the ego to be in conflict with the
other?
Keywords:the ego, the other, the Maghreb novel, the wounds oft he soul and the body, Malika
Mustazraf.
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