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Abstract: This research sheds light on a heritage text by Ibn Sa’id al-Andalusi (Mansat al-
Qahira), extracted from a comprehensive description of the city found in his book Al-Nujiim al-
Zahira ft Hula Hadrat Al- Qahira. The study employs an anthropological approach to explore
the features of this discipline, particularly as it pertains to cities, considering anthropology as a
modern science. The text is rich with detailed descriptions of Cairo from various perspectives,
reflecting the author’s extensive knowledge, literary expertise, geographical and historical
insight, and profound vision shaped by travel, interaction, and experience. These qualifications
enabled Ibn Sa’id to engage in field-based anthropological research, aligning with the
requirements set by modern theorists of this discipline. His work exemplifies the intersection
between anthropology’s methodological and thematic aspects and the heritage text’s
representation of the society it describes, its living conditions, and its development, offering a
forward-looking perspective.
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