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The term imagination and the problem of its derivation in early Arabic philosophy
From Al-Kindi to Al-Farabi
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Abstract

It seems that the word “imagination” coincided with the translation accomplished
by Muslim philosophers of Aristotle’s “Poetics” and its summaries Muslims.faced many
difficulties in translation and translation, in order to find appropriate terms for the
foreign term in the Arabic language. This is inevitable and cannot be denied due to the
socio-cultural circumstances that dictated the conditions of interaction between the
Arabic and Greek heritages and the problem of the Arabic language clashing with other
foreign languages during its struggle with the translation experience. The Arabs were, in
an early historical period, driven to adapt the Arabic language to convey Greek
philosophical ideas and concepts in their literary texts, in a way that would regulate the
movement of existence and not contradict the Arab self-identity.

Keywords: Imagination, imagination, Greek, Syriac, Farabi, poetry, Aristotle, Al-Kindi,
Fantasia.
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