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Abstract

The present study depicts and highlights a statistical analysis of the most important
torture centers in the Fourth Region, Fifth Wilaya, between 1956 and 1962. It covered the
geographical region of Relizane in terms of location, establishment, capacity, and methods of
torture practiced by the French colonialists and their various agencies against Algerians of all
classes, including civilian and military personnel, as well as categories such as the elderly,
women, and even children. Those centers were considered as historical material witnesses in
cities, rural areas, and Douars. However, they served as one of the most important tools of
condemning and criminalizing colonialism. The study reveals the brutality and disregard for all
international conventions and norms, including acts of genocide against unarmed Algerians, and
the devising of infernal methods of torture, such as being buried under tombs’ attacks. The
study aims to document these monuments as part of the painful memory of Algerians, especially
since many of them were in a state of degradation, demolition, and neglect. This means that the
way of condemnation had disappeared. Therefore, the study calls for their rehabilitation and
restoration in a way that enhances our national memory and criminalizes colonialism in Algeria.
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