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Abstract
In the novel (Maryam among the Palm Trees) by the Algerian novelist Mohamed Ould

Cheikh Al-Agha addresses the identity conflict between the spouses (Khadija the Muslim and
Dhibousi the Christian) is evident within a narrative program in a Saharan space (Colomb
Béchar - Tafilalt Sahara) full of adventures, transformations, disappointments and victories,
leading to the victory of the self over the other in a ceremonial scene. Nevertheless, the novel
includes many stereotypes, that represent the defeated ego or the victorious other. The ego
manifested in the novel as a fragmentation looking for its alienated self, and in a manner that
perpetuated the usual; that is, as inferior, backward, and brutal, practicing falsity, violence, and
polygamy. As for the other, the novel could not expose his speech and crimes as an invader and
violator of the land; rather, the novel dealt with it as the savior from temptation, civilized,
superior, and dominant human being. In this paper, I try to spot the manifestations of the ego
and the other in an Algerian novel written in the French language, and in a temporal context in
which ideas of integration, mixed marriage, and colonialism predominated.
Keywords: Image, the Ego, the Other, Algerian Literature Written in French, Identity,
Colonialism, the Arabic Novel
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