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Abstract: The aim of this research is to identify the most important (hidden and asserted)
strategies of individuals to take control of public spaces, by analyzing and explaining certain
forms and methods of appropriation as planned and rational social practice (individual and
collective) which, in one way or another, affects the urban environment.

The choice of Tlemcen as an urban area to take a range of images, which show the forms and
ways of this appropriation of public space, and try to understand the meanings that individuals
give to these social practices.

The results concluded that the new urban plans adopted by the Algerian State, with various
housing formulas, to eliminate the housing crisis, and the resulting social imbalance, have
prompted many individuals to try to take ownership of public spaces, in order to produce or
reproduce social strategies and practices for exploiting these spaces or transforming their
ultimate purpose.
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