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The Principle of Respecting Territorial Sovereignty in International
Law: A Case Study of the Qatar-Bahrain Border Dispute
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Abstract

international law is established on the fundamental premise that territory is the physical
sphere within which a state exercises its full and exclusive sovereignty, serving as the
primary benchmark of its independence against external powers. However, the complex
nature of disputes often put the "principle of respect for territorial sovereignty" to the test,
particularly when jurisdictions overlap or natural resources emerge in border zones.
Resolving these disputes before international tribunals does not rely solely on formal
legal titles; it extends to examining the "effective practice" of sovereignty, its continuity,
and the clear intention to act as a sovereign. This was vividly demonstrated in the
International Court of Justice’s handling of the dispute between Qatar and Bahrain

Keywords:TerritorialSovereignty ;BorderDisputes;International Courtof Justice;
Jurisdiction.
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