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Protracted Social Conflict in Colombia: A Structural Approach to
Understanding Causes, Dynamics, and Outcomes in Light of Edward
Azar’s Model
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Abstract:

This study analyzes the protracted social conflict in Colombia through
Edward Azar’s model, focusing on its deep-rooted causes. It highlights how the
persistence of the conflict is linked to complex dynamics, exclusionary
government policies, and the neglect of groups’ political and humanitarian needs.
The paper argues that the roots of the conflict extend beyond security and military
aspects to wunequal social, political, and economic structures. Continued
deprivation, marginalization, corruption, and external interventions have further
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deepened and prolonged the conflict, preventing the achievement of sustainable
peace.
Keywords: Protracted Social Conflicts (Edward Azar), Conflict in

Colombia, Institutional fragility, Exclusionary policies, Conflict dynamics.
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