Pl Gl s (43188 2ly) ol LAY (o Ayl Apaid) JUa) G510 sgunm

By aze 0l S Sy 2L A e q)l;‘,-j)\q‘};aifll/),'ep

The presence of women in Algerian proverbs between contempt and
glorification (a cultural study)
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Abstract:

Proverbs are among the most prominent forms of intangible cultural
heritage, due to their connection with everyday life, their ability to express
human experiences, and their ease of transmission among individuals.
Algerian proverbs notably reflect the presence of women across different
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ages and social positions; therefore, this study aims to examine the
representation of women in Algerian proverbs, highlighting both their
positive and negative aspects.

Upon presentation and analysis, the study of Algerian proverbs related to
women uncovers the structural contradictions within popular cultural
discourse, where positive and negative images intersect in a pattern
reflecting male ideology and symbolic male dominance. Although some
proverbs praise motherhood, activity, and the moral virtues of women, such
commendations are often linked to the reproduction of dependence and
traditional gender constraints, rendering a woman's value contingent upon
serving others and satisfying men.

key words: Woman; Popular proverbs; Algerian; Glorification; Denigration;
Popular culture.
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