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The pleasure of the text and the language of unveiling
A reading of the features of sufi gnosis in contemporary Algerian poetry
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Mystical Sufi discourse is among the most prominent spiritual as
well as artistic discourses, given the elements it contains that have enabled it
to penetrate the boundaries of the human cognitive paradigm. There is no
doubt that modernist poets have found in the Sufi tendency a gateway to
entering the realm of ideals in all its meanings and manifestations. They
have adopted gnosis as a path to attaining the truth of existence. Sufism,
crowned by gnosis, is nothing but a journey that seeks the depths of the soul
and its secrets, aspiring to liberation from the constraints of the material
existence of things, in the hope of touching the essence of truth concealed
behind the veils of appearance.

For poetry, gnosis has been akin to a spirit, granting it what other epistemic
patterns could not. It liberated poetry from the constraints of directness and
opened before it the horizons of the world, the self, and language. This
language transcends the conventional system of expression as well as
traditional modes of thinking and formulation; it is a language laden with
cognitive significations, whose reading reveals an intricate network of
relations and an indeterminacy of meanings.

Accordingly, this research paper seeks to engage with some contemporary
Algerian poetic texts in order to uncover the features of Sufi gnosis and the
cognitive paradigm within them.

key words: Sufism, Gnosis, Poetry, Unveiling, Truth
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