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Memory and its representations of in refugee narrative: The novel (Waq ‘ al-
Khuta) by Ibtisam Shakoush as a model

s QSN o

(51 3231)8,SCun- puines @ daslo-ayall allly oYl e
chahira.barbari@univ-biskra.dz

2026/09/15 : yidll s 2026/04/23 :Jguall 7u)ls 2025/10/05 35 |1 s

ioakle

289) Aoy Julms M5 (50 B ypmlall Lygundl ilg,dl (3 Ledliady 8,140 JLall L Jolidy
o 92l Ayl Loy LB Lidumgs JsS LA p Lyl gl 2T (!

hos o3 cglaAud) dadsg Solmty Liguls Ipaie 3,SIA01 Hlael (o dwlyudl 3llaisg
LS a8dall Jolitsy « 3udstlly 3yl AT Laay lewdll Aaglang (all LSS 3 Lrgose
Uglma § Lalaady oldl K45 G esmlll LT als UM Go usdly 0Ly 5,810 e
Y A e W

B,SIAN 28Me Lag Saglin Hydywo Al Ledsogs Hloydl 3 8,810 ey mts i
S ST M 0 gl (s 2189 § pmlall pall s gaxlll 5y 3 Badsally

ST G Lealels gayd! sl ligSe (e 25 A5y Aylae J] Ayl wiled ellidy
5,511 5Y aalatlly Awawdl sl e Cagdell LM o Joloes ddiloes 2udimgg 5,511
(Atiss gm0 daman ) A1 Byl Jgmiy cdingag oW diased §

ol a8y Ll ce gzl eyl ¢ Buianll (8,S1UN e Lide SilolS

Abstract:

This article examines the representations of memory and documentation
in contemporary Syrian fiction by analyzing the novel Waq* al-Khuta (The
Echo of Steps) by the author 'Ibtisam Shakoush', as a narrative model of the
refugee experience. The study begins from the premise that memory is a
structural component that goes beyond the function of recall, playing a dual
role in shaping meaning and resisting oblivion. It is approached as both a
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narrative and documentary mechanism. The research explores the complex
relationship between memory, place, and identity by tracing the impact of
forced displacement on the formation and fragmentation of the self. The
study seeks to address the following questions: How are the representations
of memory manifested in the novel as a narrative and resistant structure?
What is the relationship between memory and documentation in
contemporary Arab women'’s narrative writing? How is identity constructed
through mechanisms of recollection? Accordingly, the study adopts a
descriptive-analytical, psychological, and cultural approach to examine the
role of memory in shaping the refugee’s identity and transforming personal
experience into a narrative archive.
Keywords: memory; documentation; narrative; displacement; identity;
Wagq* al-Khuta.
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