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The Multiplicity of Ancient Arabic Dialects and Their Role in Fueling
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Abstract:

We frequently encounter linguistic testimonies from eloquent Arabs
or different interpretations of verses from the Noble Quran that incorporate
unfamiliar expressions, variant morphological patterns, or syntactic
constructions that are rarely encountered. Grammarians often attributed this
variation to the differences among Arab languages, and we find ancient
commentaries describing them as 'a language' or 'the language of such-and-
such tribe'—whether Tamim, Hudhayl, Quda'a, or others—after excluding
them from grammatical rules and Classical Arabic, relegating them to the
category of anomaly. This naturally provokes an objection in one's mind:
why? This is followed by several questions about these languages—or, as
modern linguistic studies refer to them, dialects—their nature, their position
in linguistic study, and their significance. From this context emerged this
research paper, entitled "The Multiplicity of Ancient Arabic Dialects and
Their Role in Fueling Grammatical Disagreement'.

In this paper, we examine the concept of dialect and its components,
the circumstances that gave rise to them in ancient times in the Arabian
Peninsula, how linguists and grammarians addressed this linguistic reality
during their collection of the language and codification of rules, and how
this dialectal variation influenced grammatical norms.

key words:Arabic dialects, arab tribes, dialect, language,
grammatical variation.
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