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The Image Paradigm: A Cognitive-Anthropological Reading of the Systems
of Representation and the Inevitability of Interpretation
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Abstract:

This article opens with a scholarly study concerning the discourse of
the image as a discourse that produces signification and forges meaning and
the meaning of meaning in this technological era, relying on what is called
mediological consciousness as a successor to the age of writing and the
discourse of the word and the literary consciousness based on the art of
crafting seductive phrasing and its enchanting rhetorical effect on readers’
souls. In this study we will focus on capturing what results from voyaging
through the infinite production of images: a destructive act that is likely to
obliterate memory, reference, context, rhetorical and linguistic signification,
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conventional forms of representation, the systems of meaning-making and
the meaning of meaning, afflicting them with an impulse toward permanent
forgetting. In analyzing and discussing the ideas in this study I will rely on
the semiotic method because it is best suited to elucidate the meanings of
signs and to interpret their obscurities and opacities, as well as on the
hermeneutic method due to the pressing need to practice the act of
interpretation within a framework for constructing meaning, given the
convergence of many interacting factors in its formation.

Keywords: Paradigm; System; Image; Interpretation; Representation;
Anthropology of knowledge.
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