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The Linguistic Grounding of Contextual Appropriateness between al-Jahiz’s
Concepts and Paul Grice’s Maxims - a study in selected models —
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Abstract:

This research examines the concept of 'Situational Appropriateness'
(Mura‘at al-Maqgam) as a pivotal construct within the Arabic linguistic and
rhetorical heritage. It traces the conceptual genesis of this notion in the
works of the eminent rhetorician Al-Jahiz, subsequently seeking to bridge
these classical roots with contemporary perspectives in Modern Pragmatics,
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specifically through the framework of Paul Grice’s theory of Conversational
Implicature and its underlying maxims. The study aims to highlight the
dynamic interplay between Linguistic Context (Siyaq) and Extra-linguistic
Situation (Magam) as fundamental determinants of meaning and
communicative efficacy. In doing so, it elucidates the points of convergence
and divergence between classical rhetorical paradigms and modern
pragmatic visions regarding the functional role of context in the production
of meaning and the orientation of discourse

key words: Consideration of context, pragmatics, maxims, Al-Jahiz, Paul
Grice.
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