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The Future of the Algerian-European Partnership
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Abstract:

This study analyses the Algeria—European Union Association Agreement in light of two
alternatives: continuing to bear the consequences of its implementation or withdrawing from it.
Although the Agreement was intended to facilitate Algeria’s integration into the global economy, its
implementation has generated significant economic costs due to the European side’s failure to fulfil
certain contractual commitments. Consequently, Algeria sought to revise the Agreement, citing
changed circumstances and the lack of economic balance between the parties. However, these
efforts were hindered when the European Commission unilaterally initiated independent
international arbitration, contrary to the institutional framework that favoured internal arbitration
mechanisms. The study concludes that the growing economic consequences of the Agreement,
together with the risk of an unfavourable arbitral ruling, provide both legal justification and
strategic grounds for Algeria to consider withdrawing from the Agreement in order to protect its
national economic sovereignty.

Key words: International Partnership; International Partnership Agreements; European
Union; Revision of International Agreements; Withdrawal from International Agreements.
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2. Houria SAOU, “(In)Coherence in the European Union's Economic and Migration Policies

towards the Southern Mediterranean”, Journal of Legal and Social Studies, University of Djelfa,
Vol. 10, No. 2, 2025, p. 12.
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