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Neighborhood gang crimes in Algerian law and comparative legislation
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Abstract:

The proliferation of neighborhood gangs is considered one of the most dangerous criminal
phenomena threatening to devastate Algerian society. They pose a real threat to the security, safety,
and tranquility of individuals within the community. The spread of these gangs is not confined to
Algeria alone; rather, it extends and branches out widely, affecting various societies across the
Arab and Islamic world, as well as the rest of the countries globally. It is no surprise that Algerian
society is impacted by this, having witnessed the outbreak of this phenomenon and suffered its
consequences just like other societies. To curb the spread of neighborhood gangs and reinforce
legal deterrence, the Algerian legislator enacted Ordinance No. 20-03 concerning the prevention
and combating of neighborhood gangs. This legislation complements existing provisions in the
Algerian Penal Code for similar offenses-such as terrorism or illegal assembly-and fills a legal
vacuum. Addressing this issue through specialized laws became essential to enhance public
security, safety, and tranquility in Algeria. This approach was not limited to the Algerian legislator.
Comparative legislation—both Arab and foreign—has also confronted this phenomenon with an
arsenal of laws. Furthermore, judicial authorities have kept pace with these efforts by issuing strict

and severe judgments and rulings.
key words: Neighborhood gangs, prevention, deterrence, control.Toughening penalties.
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