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Abstract -

The physical and immaterial cultural heritage embodies the memory and identity
of the Algerian nation In view of its great importance, the legislation received attention
immediately after independence in 1967, the date of the first legal text to which it relates
and which was abolished under the provisions of Law No. 98/04 in force, which
guaranteed penal protection of cultural heritage by criminalizing numerous acts, such as
vandalism, destruction, mutilation and exploitation without permission, among others, as
stated in the Penal Code in this regard .The significance of this paper stems from the
importance and prestige of cultural heritage, especially as its crimes increase, resulting
in the distortion of the archaeological environment .The purpose of this study is to
identify the criminal protection established for cultural heritage in the light of Algerian
legislation by identifying the most serious crimes and prescribing the penalties prescribed
for such crimes.

key words: cultural heritage, crime, criminal protection.
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