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Abstract:

The international community's focus on cultural heritage
significantly intensified following the Second World War, due to the
resulting catastrophic loss of life and property, as well as the
destruction of numerous major archaeological sites. This led to
growing calls for the protection of human heritage at both the national
and local levels, culminating in several international conventions and
the entrustment of the task of inventorying and classifying this
heritage to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO).

By virtue of its strategic position and vast territory, Algeria boasts a
rich array of tangible and intangible cultural heritage distributed
across all regions of the country. To ensure its protection and
preservation against destruction and infringement, the State
established a comprehensive legal framework, primarily governed by
Law No. 98-04 on the Protection of Cultural Heritage, which sets out
the general principles and mechanisms for safeguarding and
monitoring cultural property.

This protection is further reinforced through a decentralized approach
to public service administration, wherein the legislature assigned
pivotal roles to local authorities under Law No. 11-10 relating to the
Municipality and Law No. 12-07 relating to the Wilaya. This
framework fosters synergy between central authorities and local
bodies, contributing to the preservation and promotion of local
cultural heritage as a key driver for tourism and socio-economic
development, while reinforcing national identity and cultural
awareness within society.

Key words: Cultural heritage, material heritage, intangible

heritage, local community.
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