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Criminal statute of limitations under Law No25/14:
between the effectiveness of criminal prosecution and the
protection of rights and freedoms
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Abstract:
Law No 25/14 introduced significant legislative reforms in the
field of criminal procedure, particularly concerning the statute of
limitations. The legislator did not merely amend the existing rules but

rather restructured them to align with the requirements of
contemporary criminal procedure policies for prosecuting and
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punishing criminals, ensuring they do not escape punishment. This
restructuring also aligns with Algeria's international obligations
regarding human rights and freedoms. Furthermore, the legislator
harmonized the general rules of the statute of limitations with specific
criminal laws to eliminate conflicting legal texts and contradictory
judicial rulings and decisions on the subject of the statute of
limitations. The legislator sought to achieve a balance between the
requirements of procedural efficiency in prosecution and punishment
and the protection of the guarantees afforded to the accused.

Key words:
The criminal statute of limitations, public action, suspension of the
statute of limitaions, interruption, rights and freedoms, punishment.
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