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New restrictions on initiating public prosecution under

Law 25/14 relating to the Algerian Code of Criminal
Procedure: between protection and immunity
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Abstract:

Algerian criminal legislation grants the Public Prosecutor the discretionary power to
initiate public prosecution or not. However, this authority is not absolute; it is
restricted by a set of constraints that were mentioned and defined in the old Code of
Criminal Procedure.

With the issuance of Law 25/14 concerning the Algerian Code of Criminal
Procedure, additional restrictions were introduced that did not exist before, such as
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the limitation on the authority of the Public Prosecutor to be required to seek the
opinion of the local authority before initiating public prosecution when an act is
committed that may not be related to administrative actions. Furthermore, the
initiation of public prosecution is restricted under Article 08 in crimes committed by
managers of public economic institutions. Additionally, in the case of a crime in the
field of public procurement, public prosecution can only be initiated after consulting
the Supreme Council for Public Procurement.
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