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Abstract:

This article traces the institutional evolution of Chinese foreign
policy decision-making from 1949 to 2025 across three distinct

belabiodpolitics@gmail.com pee (awds : s, ll alsll

42 |


mailto:belabiodpolitics@gmail.com
mailto:belabiodpolitics@gmail.com

oalls (3 saal) s

-

L

-

(]

phases. The Maoist era (1949-1976) was characterized by ideological
dominance and personal leadership. The reform period (1978-2012)
witnessed the emergence of real but competing institutions. The Xi
Jinping era (2012-2025) represents a radical restructuring whereby Xi
constructed a "modern party-state” combining bureaucratic efficiency
with  comprehensive party control through unified central
commissions (National Security Commission, Central Foreign Affairs
Commission). Formal government institutions became implementation
organs while real authority concentrated within the Party apparatus.
"Wolf-warrior diplomacy" is a product of new institutional incentive
structures. The current Chinese model achieves high political
centralization with economic flexibility, yet carries risks of personalist
dependence and diplomatic isolation. The system represents a sui
generis  synthesis neither Western democratic nor Russian
authoritarian adapted to China's developmental state requirements and

great power positioning.
Keywords: Chinese foreign policy- Institutional decision-

making- Chinese Communist Party- Xi Jinping- Central leading
groups/commissions—
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