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Abstract:

Crimes of witchcraft and similar crimes have not received the attention they
deserve in Algerian penal legislation. Despite their societal and religious
significance, the legislature has not criminalized these acts, instead imposing lenient
penalties for divination and prophecy, which are considered violations. However,
following the recent amendment to the Penal Code (Law 24-06) of 2024, the
legislature reconsidered these crimes and their penalties in line with the severe
damage these acts cause to society. It has established a set of primary and
supplementary penalties that have altered the definition of the crime. In this paper,
we have attempted to shed light on the primary penalties prescribed for crimes of
witchcraft and sorcery, both in their simple and aggravated forms, to objectively
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assess the extent to which these penalties are appropriate for the crimes under
study.

key words: witchcraft, sorcery, primary penalty, crime, Algeria.
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