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THE REFUGEE AND THE IRREGULAR MIGRANT
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Abstract:

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
addresses the refugee situation as a distinct status involving a special
category of individuals who possess a unique legal position. The
UNHCR’s mandate primarily focuses on providing protection and

durable solutions for refugees, in addition to extending concern to
other persons of interest. The UNHCR is committed to ensuring that
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irregular migration is neither treated as nor transformed into a refugee
situation. This is aimed at developing methods to differentiate between
refugees and the growing network of irregular migration, in order to
limit the latter in a manner that guarantees refugees’ access to
protection without impinging upon the sovereign right of any State to
curb and effectively control irregular migration into its territory. At the
same time, the obligations to protect and recognize refugees must be
specifically fulfilled, given that returning them to their home countries
would expose them to serious risks.

Keywords: Refugee, Irregular Migrant, UNHCR, International
Protection.
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