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The Legal Effect of Participatory Democracy in
Regulating Environmental Policy: An Analytical Study
of the Algerian Experience under National Legislation
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Abstract:
This study examines the principle of environmental
participatory democracy within Algerian legislation as a mechanism
designed to empower citizens to actively participate in evaluating

environmental policies and related decision-making processes. The
research analyzes the legal framework established by Law 03-10,
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which endorsed the participation principle without specifying
practical mechanisms to ensure genuine involvement of civil society
and individuals in environmental affairs. The study highlights the
contradiction between the general legal provision and the absence of
implementation mechanisms, which hinders effective participation in
environmental decision-making. Furthermore, it reviews international
experiences in this field to propose recommendations for enhancing
both the legislative framework and practical implementation of
community participation in Algerian environmental governance.

Key words: participatory democracy, civil society, environmental
reality, strategy.
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