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Abstract:

This article analyzes the geopolitical dimensions of irregular migration across the
Mediterranean, positioning it as a critical issue in Euro-Mediterranean relations. The study
employs a multidimensional analytical framework—historical, economic, and social—
supported by official EU statistics. Findings reveal that security-driven European policies
have not curbed migration; instead, they have fostered the expansion of smuggling networks
and irregular crossings. Migration has become a strategic tool for political and economic
leverage by northern countries, while southern states face border control challenges due to
conflict, institutional weakness, or political complicity. The study calls for a comprehensive,
balanced EU approach that aligns border security with humanitarian obligations and fosters

sustainable cooperation between both shores.
Keywords: Illegal migration, Mediterranean Sea, European policies, regional security.
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