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Abstract:

This study examines civilian actors and revolutionary support
networks in Oued Souf during the period 1955-1958. It focuses on
how the civilian organization of the National Liberation Front (FLN)
used professional and social resources and migration and mobility
networks for financing, provisioning, communication, and
recruitment. Using a historical approach, it compares French archival
documents with Algerian studies and published testimonies.

The findings show that Oued Souf's role derived not only
from its border location but from the interaction between geography,
pre-existing social and professional experience, and ties with
southern Tunisia. The April 1957 crackdown marked a turning point,
followed by intensified colonial surveillance of individuals, routes,
border areas, and points of movement. Colonial countermeasures
thus targeted both civilian actors and the spatial conditions in which
support networks operated.

Keywords: Oued Souf; Algerian War of Independence; civilian
organization; support networks; civilian actors; migration.
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