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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze cultural interpretations of psychotic
symptoms in Algerian society, focusing on the relationship between
cultural  explanations and psychopathological diagnosis  within
transcultural psychiatry. It is based on a literature review of Algerian and
international studies to explore how cultural, religious, and social factors
shape the meaning of psychotic experiences and influence help-seeking
behavior. The results show that psychotic symptoms are strongly
influenced by cultural context, where beliefs such as sorcery, the evil eye,
and spirit possession remain common in interpreting these experiences.
The study highlights the need to integrate cultural understanding into
clinical assessment while maintaining reality testing. It also reveals a gap
in Algerian research regarding precise clinical differentiation between
cultural beliefs and psychotic disorders, emphasizing the importance of an
integrative diagnostic approach.

Keywords: Cultural interpretations; Psychosis; Transcultural psychiatry;
Algeria; Clinical diagnosis.
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