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Abstract:

The present study aimed to examine the prevalence of sports hooliganism in
stadiums and to identify the principal factors contributing to this phenomenon
from the perspective of secondary school students. The study adopted a
descriptive research design, and a questionnaire was employed as the primary
instrument for data collection. The research was conducted on a sample of
students from Abdelrahman EI-Dissi Secondary School in Bousaada, Algeria.

The findings revealed no statistically significant differences in the
respondents’ perceptions of violence in sports stadiums according to the age
variable (17 years and above), indicating a shared and consistent view of this
phenomenon among the participants. Furthermore, spectators were identified as
the primary instigators of sports hooliganism, with 45% of respondents
attributing the outbreak of disorder and violence to crowd behavior. Referees’
decisions ranked second among the factors contributing to hooliganism,
accounting for 26% of the responses. In addition, security-related and social
factors were highlighted as significant contributors to stadium violence.
Respondents emphasized inadequate security measures, as well as the spread of
drug use and trafficking within stadium environments, as major causes of
disorder, violence, and chaotic behavior.

Keywords: Sports hooliganism; Stadiums; Sports spectators; Adolescents;
Spectator violence.
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