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Abstract:

This study addresses the problem of the relationship between
writing and speech in the philosophy of Jacques Derrida, through
his major project presented in Of Grammatology (1967), alongside
other works such as Speech and Phenomena and Writing and
Difference. In these works, Derrida critiques the Western
metaphysical tradition that has privileged speech as the bearer of
presence and meaning, while marginalizing writing. He observes
that Western metaphysics devalues the written in favor of the
spoken, and demonstrates that this preference is grounded in the
illusion of the “logos.”

In response, Derrida proposes an alternative based on the primacy
of writing, conceived as an original system that constitutes meaning
through concepts such as différance, trace, and pharmakon. This
constitutes the central aim of the present study. The significance of
this topic lies in uncovering the mechanisms through which Derrida
restores the status of writing.

The study concludes that writing is not merely a representation of
speech, but rather the condition of its possibility, and that what
cannot be expressed within the system of presence can be revealed
through the act of writing. One of the main outcomes of this
research is thus to highlight the importance of the thesis affirming
the primacy of writing over speech, and to show how what cannot
be said must be written.

Keywords: Writing; Grammatology; Original writing; Difference;
Trace; Logos; Pharmakon.
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