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Abstract:

This study highlights the value of figh nawazil (legal responsa)
and travel literature as alternative sources for reconstructing the
social and economic history of the Algerian Sahara during the
medieval and modern periods. It draws on selected local and
Maghrebi juridical and travel texts dating from the 7th to the 13th
centuries AH, using a socio-historical critical approach. The
results show that nawazil provide detailed insights into economic
practices, social relations, and customary norms, while travel
accounts document trade networks, urban formations, and patterns
of daily life. Combining these sources contributes to uncovering
previously overlooked dimensions of Saharan society, with the
oasis city of Tuwat serving as an applied case study.

Keywords: figh nawazil; travel literature; social and economic
history; Algerian Sahara; Tuwat.
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