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Abstract:

This study aims to identify the causes of overeducation in the
public sector, defined as the situation in which an employee
occupies a position that requires competencies lower than those
warranted by his academic qualifications. It also explores the
feelings of individuals facing this condition. Adopting a descriptive
approach, we analyzed the content of 23 interviews conducted with
a purposive sample of employees working in six municipalities in
the Wilaya of Algiers. The findings reveal that social and economic
conditions, combined with the material and symbolic privileges
associated with public sector employment, are key motivations for
accepting that position. Regressive participants report negative
affect, yet some remain without seeking reclassification.

Keywords: Overeducation , Social Problems, Public service,
municipality.
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