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Abstract:

This study aims to highlight the millstone's role as a significant
symbol of Algeria's technical heritage and as evidence of the
engineering ingenuity that shaped the daily lives of Algerians
throughout history. The research examines the historical and
technical aspects of various types of watermills and clarifies their
crucial function in grinding grain and ensuring food supply. This
made watermills an essential part of the domestic and rural
economy. Furthermore, the paper seeks to emphasize the millstone's
cultural importance. It highlights the latter as a reflection of the
interaction between humans and their environment. Additionally, it
serves as proof of the continuity of traditional technical knowledge
that contributed to the development of Algerian society's material
and cultural identity.

Keywords: Technical heritage;Millstones; renewable energy;
traditional engineering; grinding techniques.
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