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Abstract:

This study examines the cultural impact of social media on
children’s social values and beliefs in Algeria, adopting a critical
analytical approach based on secondary data. It does not rely on
primary field data collection; rather, it focuses on the analysis and
interpretation of existing evidence derived from relevant literature
and statistical reports. The findings indicate that social media
represents a dual-impact environment: it contributes to the
development of digital competencies, social interaction, and
cultural exposure, while simultaneously reinforcing consumerist
orientations, increasing exposure to cyberbullying, and shaping
unrealistic perceptions of self and social relationships. The study
further highlights the specificity of the Algerian context,
characterized by high usage rates among younger cohorts and
relatively limited parental monitoring. These findings point to the
need for policy-oriented interventions aimed at promoting safe use,
strengthening positive value formation, and protecting children’s
cultural identity.

Keywords: social media; social values; Children; Cultural effects.
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