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Abstract:

This research aims to shed light on Schmuel Eisenstadt's concept
of "multiple modernities," presenting the main points that emerge in
the literature on multiple modernities in general, and in Eisenstadt's
work in particular. This presentation necessitated a brief overview
of classical modernization theory, followed by a discussion of the
objections and criticisms raised by Eisenstadt and proponents of
multiple modernities regarding it. The research concludes with
some critical observations directed at the concept of "multiple
modernities,” and the extent to which this approach has succeeded
in offering an alternative perspective, addressing many of the
fundamental problems posed by classical modernization theory
while simultaneously avoiding its most serious shortcomings.

The research concludes that modernity has multiple paths, not a
single one. Instead of speaking of a single modernity, we speak of
"multiple modernities” that, in the final analysis, arise as a result of
the encounters between Western modernity, on the one hand, and
the cultural traditions and historical experiences of other societies,
on the other. Each society, within its own socio-cultural context,
brings its modernization.

Keywords: Multiple modernities, modernization theory,
Schmuel Eisenstadt, de-Westernization, varieties of modernity.
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