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Abstract:

This article aims to analyze the concept of symbolic value in
Pierre Bourdieu’s thought as a hidden mechanism for organizing
social relations and reproducing domination without resorting to
direct violence. The study seeks to highlight how this value is formed
through collective social recognition, not as a material attribute but
as an effective cultural force. The findings show that modern
institutions—particularly education, art, and the media—play a
decisive role in consolidating symbolic values that legitimize class
inequalities. The article also concludes that the apparent neutrality of
these institutions conceals ideological functions that contribute to the
reproduction of the existing social order. The study emphasizes that
understanding symbolic value is a fundamental prerequisite for
analyzing the mechanisms of soft power in modern societies.

Keywords: Symbolic value, cultural domination, social
reproduction, social recognition, institutions.
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