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The Sultanate of Oman's standing in the field of knowledge,

research, and scientific publishing, from the perspective of some
Arab and international indicators and classifications.
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Abstract:

The aim of this study is to examine the status of the Sultanate of
Oman in the fields of knowledge, research, and scientific publishing
through selected Arab and international indicators and rankings. The
study employed the descriptive-analytical method, using content
analysis to review studies and reports relevant to the topic.The
findings revealed that Oman’s position in the Global Knowledge
Index—particularly in pre-university education, higher education, and
research and development—for the years 2020-2023 was modest,
showing a decline in most dimensions by the year 2025. With regard
to the ranking of Omani universities in the 2023 Shanghai Ranking,
the results indicated the presence of only one Omani university,
though this number increased in 2024. In the Times Higher Education
(THE) Ranking for 2025, Sultan Qaboos University occupied a
relatively modest position.The results further showed that Oman’s
scientific output indexed in international databases (ISI) during the
period 2008-2018 amounted to approximately 9,294 papers, placing
the country twelfth among Arab states. Additionally, the contribution
of Omani research institutions across various fields, according to the
SClmago classification, declined to the eighteenth rank in the Arab
region. The study also revealed that the status of Omani scientific
journals in Arab indicators—particularly the Arab Impact Factor
(ARCIF)—improved in 2025, reaching a total of five indexed
scientific journals.

Keywords: Sultanate of Oman; Knowledge and Research;
Scientific Publishing; Arab and International Indicators and
Rankings
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