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Abstract:

This study analyzes a late 18th-century Spanish manuscript
preserved in the National Library of Madrid, which reflects a
turning point in Spain’s policy toward North Africa. The document
illustrates a shift from military confrontation to pragmatic economic
cooperation with the Regency of Algiers. It highlights how Spanish
elites began to view Algiers not as an enemy, but as a potential
commercial partner, revealing the growing importance of economic
logic, diplomacy, and Enlightenment influences amid changing
geopolitical conditions.

Keywords: Regency of Algiers, Spain, Spanish historiography,
piracy, Mediterranean trade.
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