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Facebook and the mechanisms of forming virtual communities:

An ethnographic study on the “Readers’ Community”
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Abstract:

This study aimed to monitor reveal and analyze Facebook’s
mechanisms in forming virtual communities through experience
and observation of the Asbouha 180 community for readers during
the period from October to December 2024. By adopting the
ethnographic approach and applying the observation network tools
designed by the researcher according to the aforementioned
mechanisms and an electronic interview form addressed to the
leaders of the “Asbouha 180" groups, focusing on the formation
mechanisms in their communicative dimension. From publishing,
sharing, interaction, presence, commitment and continuity, the
study found that Facebook enhances social interaction and
encourages reading, which contributes to the formation of a strong
collective identity among members. The study recommends
enhancing the role of these virtual communities in achieving
cultural and social communication goals.

Keywords:Facebook, formation mechanisms, virtual communities,
“Asbouha 180 community.” Asbouha 180.
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